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We, Cannot but lament, with a 
1 Mixture of Surprize, that, in 
a chis publick ſpirited Age, in 
= A which not only the real Prin- 
5 8 ciples of Patriotiſm are ſo 
= much inculcated, but even 
mere Pre enſions to it are become A. la- 
mode, no Engliſhman hath yet appeared 
in the Defence of his Country, againſt 
thoſe Incroachments upon her Liberties - 
which ſhe muſt ſuffer, if the new Act of Par- 
liament agaàinſt Swearing, &c. is vigorouſly 
mar However, as no one hath already 
B 2 approved 


. 
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good People of Euglend on this dangerous 
Oecaſion, it is indeed ſome Confolation to 
me, to reflect that the Honour of firſt ap- 
ng in ſo great and good a Cauſe, will 
Ea and ſolely my own. - 
Every Body knows that Cuſtom is one of 
the ſtrongeſt human Authorities, that many 
of our excellent old Laws and moſt valua- 
able Privileges are founded only on Preſcrip- 
tion, and that the parliamentary Authority 
of this Kingdom hath been obliged to admit 
and confirm to us the Benefit and Poſſeſſion 
of ſuch Laws and 2 meerly out of 
Deference to the Agfiquity of the Cuſtoms 
on which they aròsfounded. Tis under 
the Sanction & this Authority that I take 
upon me to animadvert on the Proceedings 
of the legiſlative Power. To ſpeak and write 
| Keely on any Subject, is the  diſtinguiſh'd f 
Birth-Right Privilege of an Engliſhman ; a 
Privilege which — Government hath never 
once PIT to 2 except in Caſes 
of Treaſon agai Throne, * Where 


the — or Property of a ſingle Per- 
on is attack'd, which is invading the Pro- 
vince of the Law. | + NUVI ORE -AR 


Hence it is that every ec of the B.. 
20 Crown, who thinks K qualified to 


ſet up for an 2 (of un Sort there 
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is no inconſiderable Number in his Britan- 
nick Majefty's Dominions) thinks himſelf al- 
ſo juſtly entitled to the Privilege of Scan- 
ning, remarking, obſerving, canvaſſing, ap- 
plauding, or cenſuring the Conduct of his 
Countrymen, not excepting the moſt digni- 
fied of them; no not even the King him- 
ſelf, ſo long (as hath been obſerved) as he 
keeps without the Pale of. Treaſon, &c, It 
a Treaty with any foreign State is concluded, 
contrary to his Approbation, he takes up his 
Pen, and, without the leaſt Reſerve, lays be- 
tore: the Publick his ſolemn Proteſtation a» 
gainſt it. If a new Law is made, or an old 
one abrogated ; if a great Man takes a Jour- 
ney, or a Doſe of Phyſick; if a new Boo 
is publiſned, or a you Author iadmir 
in ſhort upon the ordinary or extraor 
Occurrences of every Day throughout the 
Vear, he thinks he has a Right to publiſn 
his Sentiments; and this he never fails to do 
with ity, no Man ſaying to him 
Whet daft. thou? which indeed would be a 
very- impertinent Queſtion, as. every Body 
knows this bas been the Cuſtom and con- 
ſtant Practice of Writers of all Denomina» 
tions, Time out of Mind: And ſuch is the 
Veneration univerſally Paid to Cuſtom, that 
whatever has the Sanction of her Authority 
takes Place af all Oppoſition, whether King's 
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eomthands, parli * Reſolut 
the Convictions of Senſe and Reaſcm. 
+ However, as the generat-Priniciples; Max- 
ims, and Conduct of Mankind, ate all liable 
to ſome Exceptions or Deviations, ſo not- 
withſtanding what T have aſſerted concern- 
ing the Foree and Prevalence of Cuſtom, it 
muſt be allowed, that this hath ſometimes 
been rudely attacked by other Authorities: 
and tho' in the Inſtance Tam going to men- 
tion, ſueh We have Hitherto proverus- 
ſuecefsſul, yet I carmot help bei med 
with Appreficolions of what may 
pen, unleſs. certain illuſtrious Aſſem 
can be prevailed with to recal ſome Part 
its late rocecdings The Readef will eafily 
ive that I the new and uo” at 
former Acts of Parliament againſtSwear- 
ing, commonly called prophane 8 5 
Kc. At is well known to all who ate cb. 
verſatit with the Hiſtory and Manners of the 
Bnglifs Nation, that Swearing and 
hath been conſtantly and 1 
prafticed by this People, from Time imme- 
morial: And it is equally notorious how te- 
nacious they are of their Cuſtoms and Pri- 
vileges. Nom I will appeal to any Man of 
cbmmion Senſe; nay, to every Member of 
the preſent Parliament, even ito thoſe urhe 
voted for the Act A eren Klor I bannot 
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ſuppoſe but hat ſome were wiſe and dd 
entious enough ta oppoſe it) whether or not 
it is proper, in ſuch critical and dangerous 
Times as theſe, to make Innovations in the 
antient Coſtoms and Manners of the People; 
eſpecially in Matters of ſuch Importance, 
and which may es fuch univerſal * 
Cnet coll 4s aft oo 

Weought now more than ever to be —_ 
_ tigus of giving Jacobites, and other ill-de- 
ſigning Perſons, who are diſaffected to the 
preſent Government, the leaſt Handle for in- 

ne and Fears into the Minds of 
. cople. , How eaſy a Matter is it for, © 
ſe,, who. think it their Intereſt to. ſpread. 
ntinval Alarms through. his Majeſty's. Dor 

minions, by muſrepreſc the Meaſures 
e Adminiſtration, to make leſs artful: 
Folks than themſelves believe that 
Attempts which the King and Parliament 
have ever. made to annihilate or abridge the 
Practice of Swearing, - &c,/ are on- 
in ſo many Blows obliquely. aimed at the 
ceedam of the Preſs, ee Paladium of 
Britiſh Liberty? Doubtleſs it Will not 
be long after the Publication of the new 
Act, eder certain of our News- paper Au- 
thors, whom it is needleſs to point out, 
together with the whole Clafs of ſuch Cof- 
fes · houſe Stat ſmen as borrow their Politics 
0 thoſe Authors, will be found declaim- 


ing 
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againſt it with their uſual res of Los 
2 AE Rhetorick, -Methinks I LEY 
them aſſerting, that the L 
* the Preſs, and the Liberty of Speech; by 
* which the free Uſe of Curſing and Swear- 
0 ing is certainly included, are ſo ſtrictly 
% connected together, that like a Child born 
„ with two Heads, you cannot hurt the one 
*. without making the other cry out. That 
11 if People are prohibited the Uſe of pro- 
* fane Sweating and Curſing, for , corrgbo- 
* rating their Arguments, and gaining Cre- 
* dit to whatever they aſſert, A wb the 
** Converſation turn upon Religion, News 
5 © Keange Stories, merry Jeſts, &c, all Di 
* putation, muſt ſoon ccaſe, and even 
« the Sound of the uman Voice be no more 
« heard in this Iſland, except from the Pul- 
pit er where two or three other Folks 
of Singular Manners are gathered toge- 
cher. For as the antient Practice of Swear- 
ing and Curſing is now thoroughly eſta- 
br blibed in all Parts of. the Britiſh Domb- 
#* nions; as it is now deeply rooted in 
Minds and the Tongues of the P. 
is (if the Expreſſion may be allowed) and 
* as they have been accuſtomed to it almoſt 
er from their Cradles, ſo they may be neither 
de willing nor able to leave off the Practice: 
Conſequently, they muſt be reduced to 
e the melancholy Neceſſity of holding their 
* « Tongues, 


[9] 
% Tongues, and 2 „ like Manu, 
* N bu by db 20, be 
1 — through Wülur or Inadvertency, 
they muſt dn incur the: — a of 
«© the Law, as may end in the utter | Ruin 
© of themſelves and Families, And further, 
* as the Prohibitions of the new! Act will 
e doubtleſs be extended to all Manner of 
« Swearing and Curſing by Writing, or from 
« the Prefs, the People muſt either be con. 
© tent with the foregoing Alternative, or en- 
e deavour- to relieve: themſelves by ſuch 
Means as they thall think praQticable.”— 
And here how opportunely may theſe ma- 
licious Nemagogues artfully — what 
they pleaſe, to the Prejudice of his 8 
Perſon and Government, and in Favour of 
the Pope and Pretender? 

Indeed there is but too much Reaſon tat 
fear, that if the new Act ſhall eum to be r. 
gorouſly executed, it will in offecd be tying 
up the Peoples Tongues, or ſewing up _ 

Moths. A general Silence muſt, for ſome. 
Fears at leaſi, enſue, before: they _ havk 
forgot the old or can be brought e 
new Way : So habitual'is. the OY 

Swearing and Curſing in all Converfatiatt, 
and of managing all Kinds of Bats by Buſineſs: by 
Oaths and Execrations, become to the * 
People of Great Britain. Thereſore, ant 
1 _ — 3 Lean. ” 
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no Means think the ſaid new Act well timed; 
or that it is at all proper to tempt the Pati 
ence or Loyalty of his Majeſty's s hitherto 
faithful Subjects, at this precarious Juncture: 
The Times are hard, the ' Wars expenſive, 
every Thing ſtill continues dear; and, not- 
withſtanding the happy yVictory gained by his 
Royal Highneſs the Duke in Scotland, the 
Temper of the People is yet rather too ſour 
to admit of the Alienation of fo valuable a 
Branch of their Liberties, as that of Curſing 
and Swearing according to their wonted Cuſ- 
tom, and to as great Exceſſes as they pleaſe. 
However, let us admit that the preſent 
Time is as proper as any other, for enforcing 
and extending the Laws againſt Prophane- 
neſs, which by the Way I only grant in or- 
der to ſhorten the Diſpute, and then let us 
uire, Whether ſuch Laws are at all neceſ- 
ſary in this Iſland; whether as Things now 
ſtand, they can poſſibly be of any Benefit 
to the Publick, and whether they may not 
an the Contrary, prove detrimental. And 
the Determination of theſe Points will, con- 
ſequently, demonſtrate the Propriety of, e- 
nacting or enforcing ſuch Laws, either at 
this or any other Time. 
In the F Preamble to the new Act, the Ne- 
die thereof is thus ſet forth, vi. Foraſ- 
much as the horrid, impious, and execra- 
* * ble Vices of prophane Curſing and Swear- 
we: \ 1. ng 
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4 ing (fo highly diſpleaſing to Almighty 
« God, and loathſome and offenſive to eve 
« Chriſtian) are become ſo frequent and no- 
* torious that unleſs ſpeedily: and effectuallʒ 
** puniſhed, they may juſtiy provoke the 
divine Vengeance to increaſe the many 
« Calamities theſe Nations now labour under. 
« And whereas the Laws now in Being for 
puniſhing thoſe Crimes, have not anſwer d 
e the Intents for which they were deſigned, 
„by Means of Ditficulties attending the 
py tting ſuch Laws in Execution : F ar 
10 emedy whereof, Sc. 
I would not on any Account be thanghe 
wanting in all due Reverence and Submiſ- 
ſion to the. wiſe Determinations of that Au- 
guſt Aſſembly the Parliament of Great=Bri+ 
rain. However as the Members thereof, 
hoth Lords and Commons are but Men; 
and as take it for granted they do not de- 
ſire to be thought infallible, ſo they will 
doubtleſs Cone me if I. preſume to ſay their 
Lordſhips and Honours may ſometimes be, 
and ſometimes actually are miſtaken, or ra- 
ther, perhaps, miſ- informed of the Subjects 
which come under their Conſideration. 
That profane Curſing and Swearing are 
horrid, impious, and execrable Vices, I cm 
by no means admit; for if. this were the 
Caſe, the Clergy would certainly have let us 
know.! it by their Compliance with the former 
Acts 
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Acts * 4 tended Vices, In thoſe 
well as in e the Reverend 
( of this Kingdom were order d 
wblickly to read, on certain Sundays in de 
car, the ſaid Acts wa Co 72 . 
in their ref e Churches 
| aſſembled, TH notwith — 
nction, and the Penalties annexed ig caſe of 
8 it is well kno wa chat few 
or none of the Cler ne d ee 
Tears ſt, ſo much. as put their Flocks in 
mind that duch Act or Acts haue ever been 
made !, Here and there indeed a imple Cu- 
rate, or fingular . Vicar, perhaps may, for 
want of knowing, better, once in Twenty 
Years, or ſo, have rend che faid Act or Act 
to; their reſpeRive. Congregations; bat as 
82 Wo ah Kind arplers they hardly 
unther o Noncompliers, t y 
deſerve to be mentioned, Mug 
Now if what I have afferted de true, ont 
that it is, all England cries. aloud through all 
her Pariſhes, it follows that either the Senate 
did wrong in commanding, or the Clergy 
1 wrong in diſobeying. 

It is with extreme Reluctance that 1-take ' 
upon me to. thus freely in an Affair 
that muſt ſo nearly affect the Dignity «fguhec 
Our ſpiritual or — Legiſlators; but I 
am under the Dilemma of Offending this 
Reverend os that illuſtrious' Body, or of be- 

7 traying 
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the Ouuſe I have undertaken fo de- 
fend e Mar thereſote cui blame m fat 
acting wirk Integrity, let Who. will be dif- 

pleaſed,” or Nhat will be the Conſeꝗdence. 
Id Fur m own Part, I make not the feat 
Doubt that the Majotity of my Readers will 
agree with me i in deciding for the Clergy: 
For who can imagine that this 'Nurneroug, 
this learned, this religious Body: of Men 
could poſſibly be fo unanimous in diſregard- 
ing the parliamentary {mito ud; 
thought it their Duty to Lad th 
{and ſytely they are che belt Kies * 
that. Curſing and Swearing were fuch ex. 
fable Vices, ſo highly di leafing to & 
* gr "ſo oftenfive to every. briftian,”” they - 
would certainly have been glad of any Aff 
tance from the temporal Power towards 
ting a Stop to ſo growing a Practice. Or 
had they looked on the parliamentary PE 
crees againſt the Practices of theſe pretended 
'Viees;' as right, and reaforable, and fit 
to be executed; as likely to do un Service 

to Neligion b the Suppreſſion of them, 
even — to have diſcouraged or abated {u 
Vicet, tho“ in ever fo fmill'a Degree, or 
vnly to have ſet Bounds: th thieit L3rowt 
dodbileſs,” on any of theft: 'Atcounts!* 9707 
would have rejoiced at and then{ell c 
the Opportunity of being any wg 
Lege fach good Ends. aut be 


In- 


| ( 14 2 
Inſtead of fuffeting ſuch a Law to lie buried 
in Oblivion, they would rather have thun- 
der d it from the Pulpit every Sunday. 
throughout the Year, and even peculiarly 
huſied themſelves in cauſing Informations to 
be laid before the. Magiſtrates of all Offen- 
ders againſt it; by which Means, added to 
the prevailing Force of the Sermons which 
they would then have frequently. preached 
on the ſame Subject, they might long be- 
fore now have put a total Stop ta theſe pre- 
tended Vices. But, the Clergy to be ſure 
have hitherto thought otherwiſe , -'and cer- 
tain great Folks who ſhall be nameleſs have 
hitherto been ſtrangely miſtaken. / Our Di- 
vines, tis true, have not openly aſſerted that 
the Practice of Curfing and Swearing is not 
ſinful; they have not verbally -refaſed to 
read the Act againſt this Practice; but as 
they have not heartily ſeconded the Endea- 
vours of the Parliament, Wwe may be very 
ſure they tacitly diſapproved of thoſe Endea- 
vours: And from this Conduct of the wiſe, 
and good, and Reverend Clergy, the follow- 
Inferences may be drawu. F Ot. $112 36s 
Firſt, That Curſing and Swearing are nat 
Sins, conſequenty are not *© offenſive to 
God; and therefore, Secondly, we need be 
under no Apprehenſions of their drawing 
down the divine Vengeance upon theſe Na- 
tions. Thirdly, that the Parliament Hath 


been 
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been impoſed on by thoſe” who brought in 
the Bill for the late Act; or rather, for the 
fake of Decency, I will fay that the Mem- 
bers of both Houſes were miſ-informed, and 
that the Preamble to the faid Act is founded 
on ſuch miſ- information. Fourthly, that 
there isno Neceſſity at this Time, for reviving, 
enacting, or putting in Execution a Law for 
ſuppreſſing the Practice of profane Swearing, 
Fc. on a religious Account. 
It naw remains that we enquire whethet 
the Suppreſſion of the Species of Profane- 
neſs in Queſtion can any way turn out to the 
Benefit or Advantage of this Nation in a po- 
litical Senſe. This Queſtion however I fall 
not enlarge upon, as it may very well be 
cut ſhort, by obſerving that no Body, at 
leaſt that ever I have heard or read of, hath 
yet thought of or produced one Inſtance in 
the Affirmative; and therefore I ſhall take 
the Negative for granted, till ſuch Time as a 
larger Field forthe controyerting of this Point, 
may be found, | | | 
But, on the contrary, I will undertake 
to make it appear that the Suppreſſion. of 
Curſing and Swearing will, in ſome Re- 
ſpects, as Things now ſtand, prove detrimen- 
tal both to the religious and political Af- 
fairs of the Kingdoms of Great Britain and 


Ireland. | 
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Add, Piz/t, every Body knows that tha 
Chriſtianity i is the Rat Religion by Law cſtabliſh'd 
in the ſaid Kingdoms, as well as in all other 
Parts of his Majeſty's Dominions, yet, alaſs! 
it is equally notorious that this fame Religion 
hath been long on the Decline, and is now 
at 2 very low . Ebb in the ſaid Kingdoms, but 
more eſpecially in the Iſland of Great- Bri- 
tain; where the Clergy (ſome by their ſloth- 
ful Negligence, and — by, the unbappy 
Practice of —— pyzzling and miſlead- 
ing their Congregations with uneſſential 

Paints of Faith, and Matters of mere Con- 
trorerſy) have given the Atheiſts and Deiſts 
ch Advantages in the Propagation of their 
Tenets, that Infidelity and Immorality are 
become the Mode among all Ranks and De- 
Srees. Now, as Chriſtianity is ſo univerſally 
neglected, or renounced, as Infidelity and 
= rality ſa generally prevail; as God is 


Jo little regarded, or thought of, or Men» 


tioned, except when his Name is invocated 

y our common Swearers, Blaſphemers, Cc. 
ſurely it muſt be evident to every ane who 
is not an utter Stranger to the World and to 
common Senſe, that the Suppreſſion of Cur- 
ling and Swearing, will. as Things are at 
preſent ſituated, be the my Way to make 
the Name of God totally forgot and buried 
in Oblivion, And how greatly this muſk 
tend to the Promotion of Atheiim, Infideli- 


ty, 
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ty. Gc. I leave to the Imagination of the 
honeſt unprejudiced Reader: For. how can, 
it be expected that People ſhould be able to 
withſtand the Principles of Infidelity, or ta 
argue in defence of the Being and Attributes 
ofa Deity, whoſe. Name may not be men- 
tioned among them once 'in' ſeven Years; 
and of whom, conſequently, they muſt have 
but very inadequate Ideas? Some few, in- 
deed of the Clergy may poſſibly take Occa- 
ſion now and then to mention the Name of 
God intheir Sermons, and to put their Flock 
in mind of the Obligations of Faith and Mos 
rality ; but when we conſider how very few 
Folks go to Church (except where there 
happens to be a good Organ) and that even 
of theſe, what a ſmall Number of the po- 
liter Sort mind whit: the Parſon ſays ; and 
of the-meaner Claſſes, how few are qualified 
to underſtand him; when we, I ay, ceflect 
on this, we ſhall have but ſmall Reaſon to 
hope that the Pulpit will be able to reſiſt 
the Progreſs of the Enemies of Religion. 
When the Bulk of the People, who, as I 
have juſt hinted, never go to Church, I mean 
they never go out of Devotion, for Aſſigna- 
tions, Marriages, Chriſtenings, Funerals, or 
even ee receive the Sacrament by way 


of Qualit for a Place, are all out of the 


Queſtion) when they are deprived of the 
only Means by which they are now adays 
made acquainted with the Exiſtence of ſuch 

D Beings 
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Beings and Plades as a God, a \ Devil, a Hea- 

or a via. by the frequent men- 
to of them, | in all that vaſt Variety of Oaths 
and Curſes in 5 0 — preſent — abounds; 
what other Conſequence can we expect, but 
that his Majeſty's Subjects in General will, 
in a few Years, have entirely forgot all that 
their Godfathers and Godmothers promiſed 
for them at the Font, and will become as 
arrant Heathens as their Anceſtors were in 
the Days of Julius Ceſar? . 

But, fuppoſing this lamentable Conſe- 
quence ſhould not happen to attend the Ob- 
ſervation of this new. Act, which, by the 
Way, we have but ſmall Reaſon to hope, 
yet there is {till another no leſs to be Jreaded 
by. every of the Church of England 
as by law Tow ablidh'd, e . the — | 
Nothing is more obvious. to the... whole 
World, than that we the worthy Members 
of this Church, are diſtinguiſh aal Places, 
upon all Occaſionz, and among all Ranks, 
from Diſſenters in General, by nothing more 
than by the conſtant Cuſtom of interlarding 
all. Converſation with Swearing, Curſing, 
and Blaſpheming ; a Cuſtom to which the 
Difſenters are, generally very backward, to 
conform: And this (as is * Were by all 
charitable Chriſtians, who are not: Diſſenters) 
meerly and for no other Reaſan but becauſe 
the Church Folks do ſo; a Reaſon which is 
indeed, uſually, aligned for every Thing 


wherein 
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wherein they diſſent from the Doctrine and 
Practice of their Church Brethren. Now it 
is very certain, that notwithſtanding this Sin- 
larity and affected Sobriety of Manners 
Fath Jeſervedly drawn upon the Diſſenters 
the Averfion and Contempt of the worthy 
Members of the eſtabliſh'd Church, yet, if 
the new Act ſhall happen to take effect. oe 
ſhall inſenfibly fall into the ſame Way, 
the very Conduct, Behaviour and 9 — 
which are at preſent ſo obnoxious to us! 
And then how) will our reverend Clergy 
lock? What a Scandal muſt ſuch a Dege- 
neracy of Manners, ſuch vile Apoſtacy, re- 
fle'upon them, as well as oh the Legifla- 
tive Authority which occaſioned it? How 
will -the prieſtly, how will the e epiſco al 
be — when the whole Na- 
tion ſhall'in effect, have turned Diffenters? 
Sie tranſit Gloria Mundi ! Nay, and What 
wil ſtill aggravate the Mortification of the 
y, the Nations round about us will 'be 
ape to ſuſpect that _ our er are Guides 
themſelves are the pri uthors of all 
this Evil, by a as wt in the Duties 
of their Punction: That they have ſhame- 
full neglected the good old Orthodox Prac- 
tice of preaching againſt the Diſſenters: That 
they have ſuffer d that juſt Abhorrence of, 
and thoſe laudable Prejudices againſt them, to 
languiſh and at length abſolutely to rranſpire, 
from the Hearts and Principles of their 
D 2 Flocks; 
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Flocks; merely for. want of keeping the ſa- 
cred Fire bs a due Supply of Fuel 
from the Pulpit But, what is worſe than 


all this, theſe, Reverend Gentlemen, how- 
ever innotent they may be of the Charge. 
may alſo be thought to have beeg even ac- 
tive Aſſiſtants and . of — —— 
choly Change ! They may be ſuſpeetetl o 
— 2 themſrlyes fallen, into the CuſtSnts 
and of many of the difſenting-- Minif- 
ters, who are — . — all = | 
ſions of preaching up the Principles o 
briety, —.— Modeſty, and certain othet 
Duties merely Moral, as of equal 
of more Im e to us than many of our 
Articles of Faith; and eſpecklly- tha that ſuch 
Things — to be minded much mote than 
any Party Diſtinctions, vr regard for human 
Authorities That by inculcating I uch'Notions 


if -not 


as theſe, and by ſ „or which ma 

be thought equally Criminal, - by not o 7 

ing the new Law Curſing and Sweat 
have ſuffer d the hitherto durifut 


— of the "Church to. degenerate into a 
Crew of mere canting Preſbyterians ! All this 
may laid be to their Charge, inſtead of the En. 
comiums which they have hitherto merited, 
on Account of their laudable Zeal fot 
ing alive the true Heroic Spirit of an 'Oxtho- 
dox Churchmay, who ever A the leaſt 
Shadow of Conformity to the infipid Man- 
ers, ay, . {Ow » * WE ame — 
if- 
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Diſſenter: Who -adhetes to the 
eſtabliſhed Religion of his Country, be it 
What it will; _ who; whenever a vd 
ter appears in his Sight, i ready to cry 
—_ the Church for ever I Dow] with 
the . n 5 


. After — thus ſheivn the W 
Effets which the Laws againſt Swearing, 
Sc. may have upon our Religion, it 
perhaps be thought ſuperfluous to infiſt 4 
the Detriment Which they may alſo de- 
rive to our political Welfare ; " oeciay as 
I. have already ſhewn the Advantages which 
the — and his Adherents may draw 
* being enforced, the great Uneaſi- 

which on that Account may ariſe in 
Ng Parts of, the Kingdom, and the Ruin 
which the, "Penalties annexed; in Caſe of 
Non-compliance, may bring upon a great 
many Families. However, F at enlarge 
upon one very important "Atticle which 
perhaps may not have occurred to any of 
our Stateſmen or Coutt Politicians: ** 
this is the great Blow Which our Credit 
and influence Abroad, - will certainly re- 
cave, by Reaſon of the great or 
which the new Act muſt if ſtrictly en 
2 — produce 1 in our Armies and F Ty 


Jhave had ö bei 70 
acquainted with ea 
very well iMared ee 00 


Forces, and I am 


es our Soldiers and Sailors, both Offi- 
cers 


Obedience to.the Rules of 
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Cers and p 8 of their „ 


ſtom of and dune will be full 

. to their Courage, Activity, and 
ine, as to 
deprive them af their animating Brandy- 
Bottle before an e ry agement; and may 
probably occaſion the loſs af more Victaries 
than the Pride and Diſſentions among [their 


| Commanders, .. And I, will further, take 


upon me to affirm that neither w_ 


ders or Sailors of this Generation, will ever 
be brought to think their Officers in Earneſt, 


unleſs their Orders and Reprimands are ac- | 
companied with the uſual Volley of Oaths 
and Curſes, Every one who has but a 
moderate 3 Da with the Army or 
Fleet, knows very well that Swearing, 
Damning, Sinking, Cc. chears and en- 
livens both Men and Officers as naturally, 
and in as great a Degree, as the Huntſman's 
Horn Ae Dams nbd Mont at a Chace; 
and that if they ſhould be de prived of fach 
Cuſtomaty, ſuch n y Helps, their 
2 Would flag, they would neither 
* bebe; In, ſhort, they would grow 
mga 1 72157 Gate- poſis, and be & for 
be ſeat into the Service ot the 


And, Made, 1 am very n 


and every Gentleman who has travelled in 
| 9515 Parts will bear Witneſs, that what 1 


ereunder advance is not more than Fact) 


| 10 e which our Soldiers and 


4 Sailors have a dated: A, the Nations 
round us, is by them conſider d as not ſo 
much derived from the Strength or Cou- 
rage of the modern Race of Bretons, as from 
ee the great Exploits of their Anceſtors. But 

** *-that'1 in Proportion 4s their Valour decays, 

they have improved in another Qualificas 
* « tion, of which their Anceſtors knew little 
* of nothing; and by that Means, they 
©'make a Shift to caſthin pretty tolerably 
*' their Reputation in Arms : In ſhort, that 
<. our Enemies are ſtruck with ſo 
©: much Terror, on hearing the dreadful 
«. Oaths, Execrations, and Blaſphemies, 
« which are uſually uttered by our Country- 
* men in an Engagement, as often contri» 
1 butes more than the Forte of Blows to 
decide the Victory. That, in Reſpe& 
* of every other military Qualification, the 
4 Britons have been declining ever fince 
< the Days of Cromwell,” and that it was not; 
* ſo much owing to her Troops, as to her 
% Money, and the Abilities of her Gen 
that Queen Ann's" Wars were attended 
with ſo much Succeſs? As may be con- 
*'ohaded from the ſmall Number of "the 

<.. Egliſh, and the great Number of the 
Allies which compos'd the 3 com- 
«* -tianded by the Duke of Marlh: 

Now, if other Nations are prepoſſey 4 
ib this Notion of the. OS. Forces, 
(and that they are not >, any Man 


1 — it follows, mn 4 if our Sol- 
vt diers 
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diers and Sailors ate depriv d of this their only 
real or ſuppos d Superiority over their 
Neighbours, they muſt of Conſequence loſe 
their Reputation among thoſe very Neigh- 
bours; and what foreign Power will think 
it worth its while to court our Friendſhip, 
or depend upon any Alliance with us when 
we have Joſt this only Superiority ? — Let 
us then reflect ſeriouſly on this Conſequence 
of the Laws againſt Swearing and Curling. 
While our Forces continue unrivall'd by their 
Neighbours, in theſe their greateſt military 
Virtues, we may yet ſupport our Reputation 
Abroad, and make our Allies ſtill think it 
their Intereſt to court, and eſteem our Alli- 
ance. For to be fure, they will take it for 
granted, that as long as our brave Fellows 

ar neither to -fear their God, or the 
Devil, bat make as free with them as with 
their Comrades or Meſfs-mates; as long as 
they can dare to defy the Vengeance of the 
Omnipotent, and dread his Juſtice no more 
or not half ſo much as the Scolding of their 
Wives and Trulls; ſo long, I fay, as our 
Forces maintain their Character, it will be 
abſurd to imagine that ſuch brave Fellows can 
poſſibly turn their Backs on their Enemies: 
Upon Enemies whom they know to be but 
meer Mortals like therpſelves, and who, 
perhaps, dare not for their Lives . ſend forth 
one ſingle Execration in anſwer to every forty 
iſſuing from their Britiſb Opponents. 
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